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October 6th, 1934. 

Honorable Fr~~lin D. Roo sevelt, 
?resident of tbe Uni ted States , 
Wa shington, D. ' ~. 

tloDorable tiir: 

lam an American, ermanently : located in 
Somaliland, N.F. P. of Kenya and Abyssini a; ' where I am 
engaged princif/ B.lly i n the exporting of leopa.rd skins to 
the United States. Incidentally the t~apping of leopards
is part ot the work in wblch I am engaged. 

I am back again in the Oni ted·rStates after three 
and a balf years in Africa and some of thenatlves employed
by me in my ve:rious expedi ttons, when informed of my intended 
visit to the Onited states , told me of the unsuccessful etforts 
of our former President, Bon. Theodore Reesevelt, with wbom 
they were on bi s hunting eX,edition in the localities above, 
to capture tbe elusive Afri can lynx and serva1 felis. 

They asked me on my visit here to present to the 
Bon. Theodore ROosevelt, called by them our "Old Chief" a live 
lynx and a live ' serva.l felis, botb in the kitten stage, and 
natllra.lly tame; an thus wipe Oll t the d1sappolntrnen wblch be 
tllenna<i. 1 .,.lalned to them the decease of tbe 80n. Theodore 
Roo sevelt, and that your Excellenc.y i s now the president of the 
Onited States. . They, of course, unders t and that you are the 
son or other near relative of the late Mr. Roosevelt, and that 
you inherited your office trom him as such relative. Partic­
ularly is this so because oC the simi larit.1 of names. 

These natives asked me to present these two 
specimen~s to you as my "New Chief" of the late president 
Roosevelt, with their blessing~ and ho ing for your a?precla­
tiOD of their gift as a reminder of their hunting expeditiOn 
with the late Mr. Roosevelt. 

I am returning to Africa at the end of this 
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month, and I hope, i f ..... sslble, to be presented to Your 
Excellency, the "New Chief" so as to deliver thi s gift ot 
the natives of Somallla.nd, and to bring back to them such 
message as you will be kind enough to send to them . 

I will be honored to present the se gifts to 
you. 

I may add that I shall al so present to the Smith­
sonian I nstitute a python ski n, one of the largest, and other 
interesting artlcles trom that ;Iart of Afrtca .. 

Respectfully yours, 

http:Somallla.nd


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

October 10, 1934. 

L~lO FOR S. T. E. 

Will you and ~ldolph look 

this over and decide \'That we 

should do about it? 

F . D. R. 

I would accept and present t hem to the zoo. 
Do not t h ink presentation shou ld be made 
persona Uy. 

R.F. 
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NA801wrr 3M 18 

New York, Oct. 25, 1934. 

Eon. Secretary Early, 
The filii te House: 

Arriving Friday morning with animals 10:40 s.m. Eastern 
Air Lines . Kindly arrange to meet us. 

Benjamin H. Lepow. 



Octo r 27, 1934 

dear '1'. Lepo : 

The President ask me to 8Xpl"est" his 
thrmks to you for your rt in brl nging to him 
the Atric lynx d 1 f 11s. 

He as "fery much interested in your 
stor"1 8S related to hi • QDd a ed me particularly 
o request 70 • U D you~ rat m to Afric • to con­

vey hie sincere ankB to the t1ve8 in ~ur loy. 

, 1 tb all good .. iabes, 

Sine re your, 

• B. I.NlY 
Assistant Sec ar.r 
to the e ldent 

Benj . 'B. PO. Esq., 
11 Nassau street, 

e Yor., • Y. mwd 



M/m 
NATIONAL ZOOLOG ICAL. PARK 

OFFICE OF UNDER T HE DIRECTION OF THE 
DIRECTOR 

NATIONAL ZOOLoGICAL P"RK SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. r 
( \....... 

I 

October 29. 1934 

Mr. Marvin H. McIntyre. 

Assistant Secly to the President, 

The White House. 

Washington, D.C. 


In ret The Little African Cats. 

Dear Mr. McIntyrel 

These animals have rickets in such an advanced stage that 
I think it ver,y unwise to place them on exhibition. At the present 
time they would make a very bad inIpreesion. 

We have them at home in the bathroom and are trying by 
proper feeding and massage to get their legs functioning and as 
soon as they are fit to be shown will place them in exhibition 
cages in the Zoo. 

The little caracsl has a much better chance of surviving 
than the serval. 

We are very glad that the world now knows that the President 
likes pets. I hope that all the Asiatic and Central African papers 
will copy. 

Respectfully yours, 

w. 	 M. Mann, 
Director. 
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August 31 3 1937 

(
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The \7hite House 
~e.shington, D.C. 

-

My dee.r Mr. President ~ 

I have just received a pair of live 
brother Benjamin R. Lepo~ who sent 

M!~"~iI'niii!e~. from my 
o me from 

Africa, as a gift int=ended for you. 

'l'hese midget Tropical Porcupine are very rare and are 
now the only pair of their kind in the United ~tateg. 

You will perhaps recall that my brother presented you 
with an African Lynx and Serval Felis, when he was in 
Washington, D.C. in 1934. 

~ould appreciate hearing from you as to when I may 
bring the~e animals to the Capitol. 

Respectfully yours, 

~cf?~ 

RJL~HS 

I 




TOI: ,,' Mr. ~cInt,yre asked me to write this 
letter for his signature. I checked with 
Dr. rw1ann I s office at th.e Zoo . They tell me 
they can take care of the porcupine when 
they arrive. If you think this letter is 
OK will you have it signed and sent out? 

PLS 



Se t ember 7, 1957 

~ ~ear , r. Lepo : 

This ill soc rnowled~e and t..wn1t you for 
your l etter of AugJst hirty-first, n1dre $.d 0 

the "'res1de"t. 

}, :~ it is c:ust o!n.al'Y for rne to ac t on the 

:r ~S ' dent t s bel1....1f in roeei,ring gil' Ls, I 1.• 11 be 


61. d to a.coept t.le pa r of live r cu?i ne u ch 
30Jr brother Benj.:..min " . Le O\l :tent y' f Jtl Africa . 
I '.)uld suCges t th3t the,r be brour.ht t o e.sni'1f, t otl 
around Se)tember sixteenth as t e ~ re s.i (~ent e%'Jcct­
to be in ash ' ngt on &t th~t ti~e. 

?ermit me to advise t~~t 8i ce it is not 

oss1b1.e to house t les.e animals )ro 'Jerly . t he 

hite :louse, nrran-ement s ~re being !lU4de for t . em 


to be "'axed for .,.t the " o shington Zoo . 

Very sincer ely you.~ S t 

. ~ U. cL4 !i.E 
Secretary t o t1 P Jl.Jr fo i dent 

r. RaY ' ond J . Le 0 , 
226 	 est 26t Str eet , 

e York , N. Y. mw 
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~eptember 13, 1937 

.!r. 11.~. H. !clntyre 
Secretary tot he ~resident 
'T'he TThi e Ilouse 
Mashington, T). C. 

~fy (ear 'r. Hc ntyre: 

In accordance 1.7ith your let.ter of the 7, rray I advise 
that I will bring the pair of African Porcupine for 
Presili ant Roosevelt to "faahington 011 Thursday, the 16, 
and will arrive at Union c:;tation about 11:15 A.1!. 

'l'hanking you for your attent.ion 8011.1 consid eration in 
this IIJBtter, I am 

llespectfully yours, 

'iol ·~ 
RJL:AB 


